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	                     Canby Fire District

                          221 S. Pine Street
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PRESS RELEASE

Contact:  Troy Buzalsky-  Division Chief 

Cell: 503.572.5504, Pager: 503.441.8335

Date: July 15, 2009

SCARY SITUATION STABILIZED 

NEAR DROWNING IN CANBY

At approximately 5:30 PM Canby Fire and Police units were dispatched to a possible drowning at the Canby Community Park, located at 1348 S Berg Parkway. The initial call indicated that a 13 year-old girl had just been pulled from the river, unconscious and not breathing. Within seconds, a second call came into the 911 center, this time indicating a 7 year old drowning at Canby Community Park, located at 1200 S Berg parkway. At the time emergency dispatchers did not know if this was the same incident, two separate incidents,  or if it was the same incident, which location or address was accurate. 

When rescuers arrived at Canby City Park, which is sometimes confused with the name Canby  Community Park, they found a 13 year-old girl who had been swimming in the Molalla River. While swimming, she lifted her head out of the water at exactly the wrong time and was struck in the face with a rock that had been thrown into the river. The rock was thrown with no malicious intent, it just happen to be two teens skipping rocks across the river.

The Canby girl was evaluated by on-scene firefighter/ paramedic, who determined her condition to be non-life threatening, however, she did suffer facial trauma. The girls family took custody of her to seek further medical attention. The girls name will not be released.

Although not the typical scenario, this incident reminds us just how quick a situation can change when in and around water. Canby Fire wants to remind everyone that 'It only takes a second" for a tragedy to occur in the water.
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