	[image: image1.jpg]F\RE

ost. B8 6






	                     Canby Fire District

                          221 S. Pine Street

                          P.O. Box 909

                           Canby, OR 97013

                              Bus. 503-266-5851   Fax 503-266-1320

	


PRESS RELEASE

Contact: Todd Gary Deputy Fire Marshal
Cell: 971-563-7359
Date: 1-21-2009

Free Smoke Alarms Installed

Targeting the Highest At Risk Citizens
Canby Fire District took part in a program sponsored by the Oregon State Fire Marshals office to install smoke alarms in high risk areas of our community. Firefighter Bob Bunnell took an instructional class learning about installation, testing and the Oregon laws about alarms. He then focused on a target area of our community and the state fire marshals supplied us with 100 smoke alarms. Bob says  “I decide to start the program in the Redwood Mobile Home Villa because these are older homes with a mostly elderly population without early warning the residence as well as firefighters could be put at great risk in a fire”. Firefighters went to the mobile home park on January 17th  and 20th  going door-to-door testing and installing smoke alarms. They were able to successfully install over 100 smoke alarms in two days. 


Smoke alarms are critical to home fire safety because they alert us to fire in its early stages. Even more important, they can alert us to a fire when we are most vulnerable - when we are asleep at night.  The majority of the home fire victims died in homes without a working smoke alarm. The smoke alarms were not working, usually because batteries were dead, disconnected, or missing.  Remember test your smoke alarm monthly if your smoke alarm doesn't work replace it, if it is over 10 years old replace it. 

For more information on Smoke Alarms go to: http://www.oregon.gov/OSP/SFM/SA_Questions.shtml or contact your local fire agency.
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