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PRESS RELEASE

Contact:  Troy Buzalsky-  Division Chief 

Cell: 503.572.5504, Pager: 503.441.8335

Date: March 15, 2009

Early Morning Car Crash in Canby Critically Injures Man

Weather Complicates Incident

At 4:53 AM Canby Firefighters were dispatched to a single car rollover car crash located ½ mile west of Barlow Rd. on Hwy 99E. Initial reports from 911 indicated that there was a man inside the vehicle and debris from the wreck scattered on the highway.

When firefighters arrived they found an adult male (guessed to be in his mid-20’s) who was unconscious and unresponsive. The Ford pick-up that he was found in suffered tremendous damage with the passenger side compartment ripped wide open. Firefighter/ Paramedics quickly assessed the scene and activated Lifeflight due to the critical nature of the injuries. 

The patient was transported by AMR to a landing zone set-up at the Clackamas County Fairgrounds. Once Lifeflight landed they made the decision that the patient could not be airlifted to OHSU because of unfavorable weather conditions. The two Lifeflight nurses were retained by AMR and the patient was transported by AMR to OHSU. It’s very rare to activate and land Lifeflight and then have to change plans mid incident, however, patient and crew safety are the priority, and severe weather is always a flight concern.

After the initial patient was transported from the crash site the scene was surveyed to make sure there were no other victims involved in the accident that crews were not aware of. After finding no evidence of additional victims, the scene was turned over to OSP for investigation. 
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