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Canby Firefighters Perform Dog Rescue

Two Husky’s Rescued from Steep Embankment

While three crews from Canby Fire were working a critical medical incident on the south side of town another compelling rescue was dispatched on the extreme north area, along the Willamette River. Dispatchers advised responding units that two dogs had fallen from a steep embankment and were entangled on the hillside. The owner could not reach the dog on her own.

When rescuers from Canby Fire arrived they were guided into the remote location, which was just down river from the Canby Ferry. Firefighters found two full-sized Husky’s, Mesha (White) and Mo (Black and Silver), who were both wearing harnesses. The dogs appeared to have slipped down the near vertical embankment, an estimated 15 foot drop. The dog’s harnesses were then entangled in a tree root, which held them tightly against the hillside, not allowing them to escape.

Rescuers could not traverse down the steep and soft edged embankment, so they cut a trail down the hillside where they could traverse it buy foot. Firefighter Todd Gary was first to reach the dogs, who were both excited to have company. As soon as the dogs were released from the harnesses they took to the water, for a much needed drink of water.

After some coaching out of the river, the dogs followed Firefighter Todd Gary up the new trail to meet their owner, Canby resident Fritse Hakkinene.  The dogs looked no worse for the wear, and the owner was overjoyed with their safe rescue. “This is the part of the job I really like,” stated Gary. “Sometimes we save lives, sometimes we put fires out, sometimes we make heroic rescues, sometimes we just do good deeds, and sometimes, like today, you smell like a wet dog!” 
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