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PRESS RELEASE

Contact:  Troy Buzalsky-  Division Chief 

Cell: 503.572.5504, Pager: 503.441.8335

Date: December 15, 2008

Crash in Canby Leave Man Injured and Hypothermic

Man and Dog Spend the Night in the Vehicle 

At 8:27AM on Monday December 15th, Canby Fire was dispatched to a car crash on S. Barlow Road near the St Joseph Winery. When firefighters and paramedics arrived they found a mid-60 year old male victim who had lost control of his vehicle sometime the night prior. The vehicle, and older Nissan pick-up, had careened down an embankment and struck a tree, heavily damaging the vehicle and breaking out four of its windows. The vehicles nose was also submerged in a small creek.

The victim was found standing outside his vehicle with wet feet when firefighters arrived. He suffered from head and shoulder injuries, as well as hypothermia and frostbite. The victim told firefighters that the accident happened the night prior. Because of the location of the vehicle, vehicles driving by the accident either could not see the accident, or assumed nobody was injured. The man, along with his young Labrador Retriever spent the night in the vehicle having only each other and a few coats to keep warm with. The vehicle was open to the environment because of all the broken windows.

Firefighters attempted to activate Lifeflight, but they could not fly due to weather and freezing. The victim was transported via ambulance to OHSU in Critical Condition. Canby Police Officer Chris Macom return the dog to the owners home and notified family members so they could care for the dog while the victim is hospitalized.

Hypothermia is a life threatening condition that is clinically defined by a lowering of the core temperature, typically under 95 degrees F. This victim’s core temperature was in the mid 80’s when he arrived at the Emergency Room. During the weather system we are currently experiencing, Hypothermia is a very real concern. Hypothermia is caused by exposure to cold. During survival training, students are instructed that it’s a “Cold – Wet - Wind, and an Unprepared Individual” who is most at risk of Hypothermia. Seniors over 65 years of age are also more at risk.

Warm clothing, gloves, blankets, and even instant heat packs are a great forward thinking when traveling through these extreme winter weather conditions. 
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