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PRESS RELEASE

Contact:  Troy Buzalsky-  Division Chief 

Cell: 503.572.5504, Pager: 503.441.8335

Date: December 30, 2008

Car Crash Injures Man

Family’s Search Ends in Canby

On December 30th at approximately 7:15 AM Canby Fire units were dispatched to a possible car accident at the intersection of Hwy 99E and Territorial Rd. Enroute to the accident dispatchers advised responding crews that the family of the victim was on site, and that the crash possibly happened sometime during the night. They had just located their family member when they called 911.

When Canby Firefighter’s arrived they found a white Jeep Cherokee in the middle of the lawn at the Canby Chapel Church Of The Nazarene, 2323 NE Territorial Road. The 25 year-old male victim was suffering from a head injury as well as exposure to the cold. Family told firefighters that they last spoke to the victim at 2:30 AM, and when he didn’t come home, they decided to look for him. The victim was entered into the trauma system and airlifted by Lifeflight to Emanuel Hospital.

This is the second car crash in the Canby area in the last two weeks where the injured victim spent the night in the vehicle following the accident. Even though temperatures are up from last week, they are still cold enough where exposure to the elements still concerns emergency responders. According to the CDC nearly 700 victims die every year from Hypothermia. Hypothermia is a reduction in the body's core temperature to below 95.0°F usually caused by prolonged exposure to cold temperatures without adequate protective clothing or shelter. Warning signs and symptoms of hypothermia include lethargy, weakness and loss of coordination, confusion, uncontrollable shivering, and reduced respiratory or heart rate. Common risk factors are advanced age, substance abuse, altered mental status, and increased contact with substances that promote heat loss, such as water. Victims who are injured and Hypothermic are much more difficult to evaluate because the symptoms of Hypothermia can mask or exacerbate the symptoms from the injury.

The details of the accident are being investigated by Canby Police.
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