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Change Your Clock…Test Your Smoke Alarm!

A new twist to an old campaign.

For many years, all across the United States, we have been reminded to Change Your Clock…Change Your Batteries.  This catchy public safety campaign materialized in the mid 1980’s, when Energizer (batteries) recognized a disturbing trend: home fire deaths and injuries were increasing despite widespread use of smoke alarms. They realized smoke alarm neglect was not being addressed on a large scale and that a massive public education program was needed. This is how Change Your Clock…Change Your Batteries came to be.

In Oregon, we as fire service professionals face a difficult challenge. In 1998 Oregon passed legislation requiring all ionization smoke alarms sold in the State of Oregon to be equipped with a battery expected to last 10 years, and a hush feature. In its intent, the law tackles the two most common reasons for nonworking smoke alarms: missing batteries due to the owners' failure to replace them when they wear out, and alarms whose batteries have been pulled out in response to nuisance alarms.
Its been nearly ten years since the passing of this law and the Oregon fire service is still challenged with smoke alarm maintenance issues. In some cases this is because people have removed their perfectly good lithium 9-volt battery and changed it with an over the counter 9-volt battery (usually alkaline), drastically changing the expected life span of the smoke alarm. Usually this battery changeover occurs during daylight savings time, when people remember the catchy slogan “Change Your Clock…Change Your Batteries.” 

In Oregon we are different. We have a law that requires all new ionization smoke alarms sold to come with a battery expected to last ten-year battery. With that said, a better slogan for Oregonian’s is “Change Your Clock…Test Your Smoke Alarm.” Please help us spread this must needed message this daylight savings season, as statistics still show that if you have a fire in your home, you have a 51% chance that a smoke alarm will either not be installed, or not operate. Only a WORKING smoke alarm will save you and your families lives.
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