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	                     Canby Fire District

                          221 S. Pine Street

                          P.O. Box 909

                           Canby, OR 97013

                              Bus. 503-266-5851   Fax 503-266-1320

	


PRESS RELEASE

Contact:  Troy Buzalsky- Division Chief 

Cell: 503.572.5504, Pager: 503.940.0032

Date: November 19, 2007

Stovetop Cooking Fire Spreads to Attic

On November 19th just after noon a fire started at the care-takers home for the Clackamas County Fairgrounds, located at 656 NE 4th Ave in Canby. The fire started when one of the occupants was cooking. He pre-heated his cooking pan and then introduced cooking oil into the already hot container. The oil instantly ignited causing flames to erupt. The occupant then attempted to extinguish the fire with water. 

When firefighters arrived the occupants thought the fire was extinguished. As firefighters evaluated the situation they saw smoke coming from the attic, which was not typical for an extinguished fire. Upon further investigation, crews found that fire had spread from the cooktop, up the exhaust duct, and into the attic. Once firefighters were able to access the attic space, both through holes in the roof and through the kitchens ceiling, the fire was extinguished.

During the investigation, firefighters determined that the stoves overhead ventilation fan and  duct work did not run through the roof as required, rather, it terminated in the attic space. When the fire spread into the duct work through typical kitchen grease and grime the fires next combustible products became the wooded structure of the attic.

As a festive holiday weekend arrives firefighters want to remind everybody of the dangers of cooking fires. Last year Oregon had 341 cooking-related residential fires, causing 37 injuries and more than $1.7 million in property loss. 

Take this Fire Safety quiz and see just how safe you are in the kitchen: 


Top of Form

1. The leading cause of fires in the kitchen is: 

a. Burnt toast

b. Unattended cooking

c. Oven fires

d. Microwave fires 

2. If you leave the kitchen for even a short period of time while you are frying, grilling, or broiling food, you should: 

a. Turn the stove down low

b. Leave the food cooking as is

c. Turn off the stove

d. Cover the food with aluminum foil

3. If you are simmering, baking, roasting or boiling food: 

a. Check it regularly, and stay in the home

b. It is safe to run outside and get your mail

c. Stay in the kitchen and watch the stove

d. It is safe to leave the home for an hour.

4. When young children are present: 

a. Use the stove's front burners so you can reach them faster.

b. Use the stove's back burners.

c. Have children sit quietly on the floor so they can't reach the stove.

d. Have children stand behind you when you are using the stove.

5. Spilled food and grease from burners, stove tops and oven should be: 

a. Cleaned up to prevent a fire.

b. Kept to a minimum.

c. Covered with paper towels to soak up the grease and food.

d. Left to harden.

6. If a small grease fire starts in a pan: 

a. Use baking powder to put the fire out.

b. Smother the flames by carefully sliding the lid over the pan (make sure you are wearing an oven mitt). Turn off the burner.

c. Pour water on the fire.

d. Move the pan to the sink and run water over it. 

7. When heating food in the microwave. 

a. Use any container that can fit in the microwave.

b. Cover the container with aluminum foil to prevent spills.

c. Use only microwave-safe containers or dishes to heat food.

d. Avoid wearing clothes with loose sleeves.

8. If you have a fire in your microwave: 

a. Turn it off immediately and open the door.

b. Turn it off immediately and keep the door closed.

c. Open the door and attempt to put out of the fire.

d. Get a lid from a pot or pan to cover the fire.

9. Keep kids away from cooking areas by enforcing a "kid-free zone" of: 

a. 3 feet around the stove. 

b. 1 foot around the stove.

c. 2 feet around the stove.

d. 1 foot to the right or left of the stove.

10. You should treat a burn with cool water for: 

a. 7 to 10 minutes.

b. 5 to 7 minutes.

c. 3 to 5 minutes.

d. Cool water isn't good for a burn.
Answers: 1. Unattended cooking, 2. Turn off the stove, 3. Check it regularly, and stay in the home, 4. Use the stove's back burners, 5. Cleaned up to prevent a fire, 6. Smother the flames by carefully sliding the lid over the pan, 7. Use only microwave-safe containers or dishes to heat food, 8. Keep the door closed, 9. 3 feet around the stove, 10. 3 to 5 minutes
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