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PRESS RELEASE

Contact:  Troy Buzalsky-  Division Chief 

Cell: 503.572.5504, Pager: 503.940.0032

Date: February 1, 2007

Early Morning Fire Damages South Canby Home

Homeowner Crawls Through Window to Escape Blaze

Canby Fire was dispatched to a reported house fire at 1:00 AM this morning located at 8951 S Gribble Road. Dispatchers advised responding units that the homeowner had called from the neighboring home stating that her house was on fire and she had crawled through the window to escape. When firefighters arrived they reported fire showing from the back door. Firefighters quickly attacked the fire, bringing the fire under control with 15 minutes.

Homeowner Hellen Carpenter told firefighters that she was sleeping when she heard a buzzing sound. She got up to investigate the noise and when she opened her bedroom door she was greeted with fire and smoke which was burning in the area of her laundry room. “I quickly closed the door, then started to gather cloths and belongings. Then I thought, just get out, so I crawled out my bedroom window,” explained Carpenter. She was the only person home at the time of the fire. Hellen credits her grown daughter for her life saving decision to crawl out the window. “When my daughter was young she would come home from school and share fire safety lessons. She would tell me to Stop Drop and Roll and have fire drills.” Hellen was not injured or treated for smoke inhalation.

The home suffered serious structural damage when the fire burned through the wallboard and into the attic space. Damage estimates are unknown at this time. Fire investigators have identified the laundry from as the most likely area of origin and will be concluding their investigation in the morning.

Captain Chip Bryant, who was the first arriving fire officer, credits the smoke alarm and Hellen’s quick and proper actions for saving her life. “The fire was burning hot, producing lots of toxic smoke. Had she not woke and escaped through her window like she did, I don’t think that she would have survived the fire, I think she would have succumbed to the smoke.” 

Canby Fire reminds everybody that working smoke alarms and having two-ways out of sleeping rooms are key elements for any Home Escape Plan, and encourages all family to practice their plan annually. 
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