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PRESS RELEASE
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Date: June 25, 2007

Apartment Fire In Canby

Fire Contained to Bedroom
While Canby Firefighters were sifting through the rubble of last nights fire at the Canby Country Kitchen, a fire erupted only a few blocks down the road at the Maple Terrace Apartments, located at 1741 N Maple Street.

The fire was reported at 1045 AM, and within minutes firefighters were on scene, making an attack on the flames that were primarily burning in a back bedroom. Incident Commander Ted Kunze was first on scene, finding a thick column of black smoke pouring from a back bedroom window. Because of the potential threat, he triggered a second alarm, and sent first arriving fire crews through the front door making a quick offensive attack. “When I arrived the apartment unit over the fire was occupied as well as the unit next door,” Kunze explained. “I had to speak pretty forcefully to the parties, as neither wanted to evacuate their apartment units.

Shortly after the knockdown of the fire crews were alerted of a missing cat in the apartment that had caught fire, and a turtle in the unit above the fire. Firefighters made a quick search, and were able to successfully rescue both the cat and the turtle before the smoke and products of combustion caused them any harm. “Life safety’s our first priority,” said Kunze. “Usually when we think about life safety it’s human life’s…not animals. It’s always nice when we can save a family pet, however, we will never put our firefighter’s lives in jeopardy to save an animal...it’s just not worth it.”

The fire was contained to the bedroom of origin. The investigator believes that a Halogen 

Torchiere light was responsible for the blaze. In 1997, the CPSC issued a product warning on many Torchiere halogen lights because of the fire problem the nation was seeing with this type of lighting. Here are a few tips for those still using Torchiere halogen lights: 

· Never place the lamp near curtains or other cloth window treatments. 
· Never drape clothes over the lamp. 

· Keep the lamp away from bedding. 

· Never leave the lamp on when you leave a room or are not at home. 

· To reduce the likelihood of tip-over, keep children and pets away from the lamp. 

· Only use a halogen bulb of 300 watts or less in the lamp. 

The occupant of the fire was uninsured. The Oregon Trail Chapter of the Red Cross is working with the family for their shelter needs. In addition, the Canby Kiwanis is assisting the family to replace damaged or destroyed housing items including clothing.  
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