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PRESS RELEASE

Contact:  Troy Buzalsky-  Division Chief 

Cell: 503.572.5504, Pager: 503.441.8335

Date: July 15, 2008

Canby Man Ran Over By Tractor

Airlifted to Emanuel Hospital 

At 7:10 AM Canby Fire District was alerted to an accident involving a farm tractor and a 70 year-old male victim. Dispatchers relayed to responding companies that the tractor ran over the victims chest and he had walked to the barn to call 911.

Enroute to the scene dispatchers advised responding emergency crews that Lifeflight was not able to respond, however, REACH 8, from Corvallis, was available with a 32 minute ETA. After a quick mental triage of the dispatch information regarding the victim’s potential injuries, REACH 8 was activated to Ackerman Middle School, one of several pre-designated Landing Zones in the Fire District. 

In urgent medical scenarios, time is a life saving commodity. In this example Canby Fire Paramedics were faced with a tough call, do they activate REACH from Corvallis and wait the 32 minutes for it to arrive at the landing zone, or do they transport via Canby Fire ambulance? In making these decisions, drive time is always a factor, and at 8:00AM, traffic to Emanuel Hospital could be congested, if not impassible. Incident Commander Tom O’Connor made the call, and ordered REACH 8.  

REACH 8 arrived at the landing zone at 7:55 AM, exactly 31 minutes after they were activated. Canby Medic 61, one of the Advanced Life Support Ambulances operated by Canby Fire transported the injured victim to Ackerman Middle school, and only had to wait for eight minutes before REACH 8 arrived. During this time they were able to manage the patients airway, start IV’s, perform addition assessments, and prepare to move the victim to the helicopter. “I think in this case we saved well over 15 minutes in total transport time,” explains O’Connor. “We activated the helicopter before our arrival, we located the landing zone in the same direction as we would have went if we were heading to the hospital, and we didn’t have to worry what traffic was doing on I-5.”  The goal for air resource utilization is to save at least 10 minutes in total transport time.
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