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PRESS RELEASE

Contact:  Troy Buzalsky-  Division Chief 

Cell: 503.572.5504, Pager: 503.940.0032

Date:  August 13, 2008

Car Crash Injures One Teenage Boy

Heavy Extrication Required to Free Crash Victim

At 9:42 PM Canby Fire Units were dispatched to a motor vehicle crash with injuries near the intersection of S. Central Point Rd and S Carus Rd. Upon arrival firefighters found two cars which were involved in the accident with heavy damage to both vehicles. A 16 year-old male driver was pinned inside the tangled wreckage of his Honda compact car. Firefighters requested additional fire resources to assist with extrication and activated Lifeflight. 

To extricate the entrapped victim firefighters used a combination of extrication tools, including the “Jaws of Life” hydraulic spreaders and cutters. Before the firefighters could fully extricate the victim, the roof of the car had to be cut entirely off, allowing for a vertical lift extrication technique.

Lifeflight was able to land just adjacent to the crash scene, and air lifted the victim to Emanuel Hospital. Even though the vehicle sustained heavy damage, the victim’s injuries appeared minor. Paramedics are trained to evaluate accident victims by assessing their physical signs and symptoms, as well as the mechanism of injury. In this accident, the vehicles both suffered heavy damage, and extrication took more than 20 minutes, both indicators that injuries might be present even though there are not any physical signs or symptoms.

Clackamas County Sheriffs Office will be conducting the crash scene investigation.
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