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	                     Canby Fire District
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PRESS RELEASE

Contact:  Troy Buzalsky-  Division Chief 

Cell: 503.572.5504, Pager: 503.940.0032

Date: November 12, 2007

Live Power Line Entangles Move Vehicle
At approximately 11:45 AM Canby Fire responded to an electrical wire that had been knocked down in the wind-storm and had started a small brush fire. The reported address was the intersection of S New Era Rd and S Central Point Rd. The power line was still arching at the time of the dispatch. While enroute dispatchers were updated that a vehicle had driven by the downed wire and was now wrapped in the energized power line. When fire crews arrived they found two occupants still sitting in the mini-pickup they were driving. They were told to stay in the pickup and wait for PGE to arrive and assure the power was out.

Although PGE's estimated time of arrival was typically two hours during the storm, they expedited their response because of the victims still literally trapped in their vehicle. 

Once PGE arrived they quickly cut the still live wire free from the vehicles and then went the extra mile and cut free the wire mess that was tangled under the pickups axle and suspension. 

Just before the PGE personnel cleared the scene the technician who freed the entangled wire poked his head in the pickup to tell the two occupants they were free to go, only to find out it was his aunt…aunt Connie.

With today’s wind storm this story serves as a great reminder that if you are ever in a motor vehicle and a power line falls or comes in touch with your vehicle, stay in your car unless your car catches fire or there is some other emergent reason to leave the vehicle. If you must leave the vehicle jump and far as possible from the vehicle and energized wire, and never make contact with the vehicle and the ground at the same time.
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