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	                     Canby Fire District
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PRESS RELEASE

Contact:  Troy Buzalsky-  Division Chief 

Cell: 503.572.5504, Pager: 503.940.0032

Date: December 5, 2007

Propane Tank Leak Causes School Evacuation

Fire Crews Isolate Area
On December 5th at 2:22 PM Canby Fire was dispatched to a “Natural Gas” leak in the area of Baker Prairie Middle School. The office staff smelled a foul odor and call the fire district to evaluate their concerns. When fire crews arrived in the area they found that there was a very large, estimated at 150 gallon, propane tank located at KB Recycling Center that was leaking propane, KB Recycling is located at 1600 SE 4th Ave.

During the initial size-up fire crews were challenged with two distinct issues: The first being that propane is heavier than air and easily ignitable, so ignition was a very real possibility. The second concern was that Baker Prairie Middle School is directly across the street from KB Recycling’s back property line, and the school gets out at 2:30 PM. Fire crew immediately deployed water streams on the escaping vapor cloud to reduce flammable vapors, they then created an isolation zones and evacuated the immediate area, including KB Recycling. Next, firefighters worked out an evacuation plan with Baker Prairie Middle School which allowed the children and staff to exit out the far north portion of the school. This change modified the school bus routes as well as the parent pick-up location. 

The propane tank was picked up by KB Recycling from Camp Colton. Unfortunately, recycling centers do not pick up full propane tanks, so the tank was loaded on a pick-up and was going to be taken back to Camp Colton to have them properly empty and process the tank before KB Recycling could accept it. During the move the tank valve was sheared, which cause the leak. Fire crews plan on letting the tank fully vent is flammable vapors before the scene will be declared stable.
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