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PRESS RELEASE
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Cell: 503.572.5504, Pager: 503.940.0032

Date: December 10, 2007

Car Crashes Through Home

Gas Meter Sheared Causing Gas Leak

At approximately 0900 hrs a Chevy Tahoe crashed through a home located at 657 N. Cedar Street in Canby.  When Canby Firefighters arrived the crews found a newer model SUV that had crashed through a one-story single-family residence. The vehicle physically drove partially through one bedroom, and almost entirely through a second bedroom, coming to a rest half inside the home, half outside the home. The residences were not home at the time of the crash.

As firefighters triaged the scene they found an adult female in the vehicle and they also identified that the home’s gas meter had been sheared and gas was freely flowing from the gas line. Firefighters were able to walk the driver from her vehicle to an awaiting ambulance for medical evaluation where she was transported to Willamette falls Hospital.

Realizing that they could not secure the gas leak themselves, Canby Firefighters and Police evacuated the immediate area, which included approximately 15 homes on N. Cedar and N. Birch Street. Firefighters then had Canby Utility cut the electrical service to the home to eliminate any potential ignition sources and notified Northwest Natural Gas.

Northwest Natural Gas arrived within approximately 45 minutes. They secured the gas leak by digging up the gas line, claming it, and then capping it to prevent leakage. They then checked the home for accumulations of Natural Gas, which is lighter than air and has a tendency to pocket in enclosed areas like the attics and crawlspaces. Once the home was declared safe they check the adjacent properties and declared that the evacuation order could be lifted.

Once the gas was secure Cornerstone Construction provided essential structural shoring to the damaged structure so the vehicle could be removed from the interior of the home. During the shoring and vehicle extrication the homeowners arrived and witnessed the devastation. One of their first concerns was the family cat, which they found hiding in a remote area of the home, uninjured. “Our cat lives in the first bedroom, and its bed is right under the window, right where the car entered our home. It’s amazing the cat survived,” said David Schindler, the homeowner.   
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