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PRESS RELEASE

Contact:  Troy Buzalsky-  Division Chief 

Cell: 503.572.5504, Pager: 503.940.0032

Date: December 20, 2007
Motorcycle Crash Injures Man

Failure to Wear Helmet Leads to Serious Injuries

At 9:55 AM Canby Fire and Police were notified of a serious Motorcycle crash at 657 N Cedar St, coincidently directly in front of the home that had the SUV crash through it the week prior. When Canby Firefighter’s arrived they found a 19 year-old male who had suffered serious injuries when the motorcycle he was riding crashed into a neighborhood mailbox. The victim was riding a barrowed Kawasaki KDX 250 motorcycle, which is not approved for street use. In lieu of the serious injuries, Lifeflight was activated and the Clackamas County Fairgrounds selected as the Landing Zone.

Canby Police Officer Chris Mead said, “Speed and poor judgment were both factors in this accident.” Mead also said that the victim had just passed through a school zone, adding to his dangerous behavior. Mead also explained, “He not only was driving out of control, he chose not to wear a helmet, which was both a bad decision and illegal. It’s pretty obvious his injuries were exacerbated by failing to wear an approved helmet.” 

The patient was treated for possible head, neck, abdominal and pelvic injuries, and transported by Lifeflight to OHSU. 

Motorcycle fatalities represent approximately five percent of all roadway fatalities each year, yet motorcycles represent just two percent of all registered vehicles in the United States. One of the main reasons motorcyclists are killed in crashes is because the motorcycle itself provides virtually no protection in a crash. Canby Fire District encourages all motorcycle riders adhere to these simple safety tips:

· A motorcyclist should attend a motorcycle rider-training course to learn how to safely and skillfully operate a motorcycle http://teamoregon.orst.edu/to_web/index.shtml 

· Maintain a safe speed consistent with driving conditions and capabilities. Gravel on the road and slippery road surfaces can be hazardous. Avoid sudden braking or turning.
· Be especially alert at intersections, approximately 70 percent of motorcycle-vehicle collisions occur at intersection.

Studies show that the head, arms and legs are most often injured in a crash. Protective clothing and equipment serve several purposes: Comfort and protection from the elements and some measure of injury protection from a crash.

For additional Police information regarding this crash contact Canby Police Chris Mead 503 793.0984 
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