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PRESS RELEASE

Contact:  Troy Buzalsky-  Division Chief 

Cell: 503.572.5504, Pager: 503.940.0032

Date: July 11, 2007
Car Crash Compromises Canby Area Water

On the late afternoon of July 11th Canby Fire District responded to a car crash that sheared off a power pole. Residents in the immediate area were out of power for at least two hours as PGE reestablished the power. During the power outage Canby Fire District largest concern was Canby Grove, a local camp and convention center that was hosting a parent sleep over for their summer campers. The initial concern with losing power was the refrigerator, but after some discussion, the facilities sewer system is also 100% reliant on electrical power to run the raw sewage pumps. “We realized that there would be a power outage immediate area and that people would be without their air conditioning, but we had no idea that this power outage would cripple the water supply for Canby,” stated Division Chief Troy Buzalsky.

Canby Fire District realized that they had very low water pressure when the firefighters returned from an early morning Fire Alarm and found they had no water pressure in the fire station. At 6:21 AM Company Officer Bob Bunnell notified the duty chief of the concern with the water supply, and the investigation followed. “When we contacted the water company, Veolia Water, they were already working on the system,” said Buzalsky. “Initially it looked like a pump just needed to be turned on, but as Veolia continued to evaluate the situation they found a more troubling concern; their reservoirs were very low, and they could not deliver adequate pressure until they fixed a problem with their supply water.” 

Following Red Flag fire conditions, and knowing that today’s fire conditions had not markedly improved, Canby Fire developed a strategy to help deal with the water situation. “This would have been a bad scenario in December, the situation was made dramatically worse with the fire conditions,” emphasized Buzalsky.  To address the issue the Fire District doubled their staffing, which included dedicated personnel to respond to emergencies with mobile water supplies called “Water Tenders”. In Canby, the Fire District has two water tenders, one 3000 Gallon tender, and one 1800 gallon tender, totaling 4800 gallons. Firefighters typically flow about 250 gallons-a-minute [GPM] for a small residential type fire, about 500 GPM for a moderate fire, and over 1000 GPM for a large fire, so mathematically, the Fire District would be delivering from 5 to 20 minutes of water with the response plan. The plan also recognized that since the fire hydrants were considered out of service, they would have to plan around drafting water from safe and secure draft sites, such as the Willamette and Molalla Rivers, as well as from farm ponds. 

Water is important when it comes to offensive firefighting, but is also a critical element for built in fire protection like fire sprinklers. Most large sized commercial buildings have fire sprinklers. When the water supply is compromised, so is the built in fire protection. “Large buildings require large fire flows (lots of GPM), and would be impractical to protect using mobile water tender operations,” claims Buzalsky. “We put people in burning buildings…if we can not guarantee their water supply, we are going to be very conservative with our firefighting.”

At roughly 8:00 AM the Fire District was notified that the water system had been restored to full intake capacity. Veolia Water estimated that it would take about 24 hours to refill their reservoirs and be to a pre-loss status. 
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