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PRESS RELEASE

Contact:  Troy Buzalsky-  Division Chief 

Cell: 503.572.5504, Pager: 503.940.0032

Date: March 7, 2007

Crash Victim Survivor Discharged In Style

Returns Home from Hospital in Fire Truck

 Four-year-old Chanelle Meyers sustained multiple injuries from a January 2007 motor vehicle crash south of Canby where State Highway 170 crosses the Molalla River. Her injuries included multiple facial fractures and lacerations, a fractured leg, and a brain injury. Chanelle has been hospitalized since the injury. Canby Firefighter/Paramedics who treated Chanelle on the day of the accident will be her private escort home on Canby’s flagship fire truck, Squirt 62. 

Channel will be discharged by Doctors Thursday March 8th at 5:00 p.m. Along with Chanelle, her friend Gigi, who was also injured in the crash, will also be in attendance for the fire truck ride. This event is being coordinated with the family and Legacy Emanuel Hospitals media department.  

Canby Firefighter/ Paramedics often treat severely injured patients from motor vehicle accidents. This incident was unique involving two very young patients with serious injuries and the two hero bystanders that had stopped to render immediate aid prior to firefighters arriving on scene. The hero bystanders, Michael “Doc” Harms, and Clay Baggerly were recently recognized by their community with the “Heart of a Hero” award at the February 2007 Fire District Board Meeting.  

Both young girls where using child safety seats which are required for children less than four-years old and weighing less than 40lbs. Booster seats are required for children between 40lbs. and 4 years old up to 60lbs. and 6 years old. “We are grateful that the law changed, raising the age and weight requirements for children riding in Child Safety Seats” echoed Division Chief Troy Buzalsky. “It’s obvious that progressive laws like these helped save both these little girls lives.”   
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