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Canby Fire District Awarded Safety Grant
Reduction of Cancer Causing Diesel Exhaust the Target

The emergency fleet at Canby Fire District is receiving some essential life safety equipment this week. Most of the time when we speak of life safety equipment and the fire service, we think of fire hose, axes, thermal imaging camera, or even extrication equipment; not in this case. Canby Fire District is taking care of its firefighters by installing Ward No Smoke Diesel Filters on the entire diesel fleet. 

Health effect from diesel exhaust include lung cancer, heart attacks, testicular cancer, chronic bronchitis, liver and kidney damage, and ultimately, premature death. Diesel exhaust is a complex mixture of toxic compounds including the termed "carcinogen" Diesel Particulate Matter (DPM), commonly termed "soot". In the fire service this concern is extended because often firefighters protective clothing is hanging in the apparatus bay with the fire apparatus. When the apparatus starts up, the exhaust is discharged directly into the apparatus bay where it can be inhaled by firefighters, and also where the cancer causing soot can penetrate into the firefighters protective clothing, spreading the carcinogens to the skin and mucus membranes. The tragedy is that the clothing designed to protect firefighters can actually become a huge health concern, and has been huge dilemma for the fire service to address. 

The Ward No Smoke has been funded as part of the Federal Fire Act Grant process. Canby Fire District applied for the grant as part of an Operation and Safety category. In total, $206,964.00 was approved in the total grant award. One part of the grant will fund a full compliment of firefighter turn-outs (protecting clothing) and a second part will fund the diesel fume reduction project. The Ward No Smoke portion of the grant totaled $78,066.00. It is expected that the entire diesel fleet at Canby Fire will be fitted by the end of this week. The concept of Ward No Smokes is to provide a baffled exhaust which devirts the initial exhaust through a very efficient filter designed to “wash” the diesel exhaust, thus, creating safe vehicle emission when the apparatus are running in the apparatus bay. “This was a huge win for us,” shares Fire Chief Ted Kunze. “We are able to equip our apparatus with Ward No Smokes for 10 cents on the dollar, since this was a 90% grant.” 

Canby Fire District has been awarded more than one million dollars in State and Federal Grants over the last 5 years. “The grant funds we have received have been essential in keeping our promise of fiscal responsibility to our community,” concludes Kunze. Fore more information on Ward No Smokes visit http://www.warddiesel.com 
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